The ligand bis(3-pyridylmethylamino)butane (L) was synthesized according to the [1] . Am ixture of Ni(OH)2 (0.02 g, 0.2 mmol), benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylic acid (H 3BTC, 0.042 g, 0.2 mmol), L(0.060 g, 0.2 mmol), and CH 3 OH/H 2 O(1:1, v/v,10mL) was stirred for 10 min in air. The mixture was heated at 140°Cfor 3days and then cooled to room temperature at arate of 10°C/h. Green crystals of the title compound were collected from the final reaction system by filtration, washed several times with ethanol, and dried in air at ambient temperature (yield 52 %b ased on Ni(OH) 2 ).
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound contains two crystallographically independent Ni(II) atoms, two kinds of HBTC -anions, one N,N'-bis(3-pyridylmethylamino)butane (L) ligand, six coordinating water and one and ah alf lattice water molecules. Each Ni(II) center is six-coordinated with aslightly distorted octahedral environment. The Ni1 center is coordinated by two carboxylate oxygen atoms from two HBTC 
